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to proceed, was sure to find a patron among the wealthy, who, upon the condition of sharing in the discovery, advanced large sums of money for carrying on the operations. Processes of the most extensive and expensive nature were instituted in search of this chimerical substance, and the most important discoveries, though different from that most hoped for, were made. No expense of labour or time was spared, and immense fortunes were dissipated by men who would not have advanced the smallest sum for the discovery of any truth whatever from which they could not hope to derive some pecuniary advantage. Thus was .avarice enlisted in the cause of science, and thus that worst passion of the human breast, which has ever, but at this single period, retarded the progress of science, now tended in the most astonishing manner to its promotion.
That branch of chemistry called mineralogy particularly flourished during these researches. The metals were the objects to which the attention of the alchemists was immediately directed. Hence considerable progress was made in the art of extracting them from their ores and working them.
From an idea entertained by some of the alchemists that the philosopher's stone was to be the result of an intimate union of sulphur and mercury, this semi-metal became in a peculiar manner the object of their attention. The result was that the materia medica became enriched with many invaluable preparations of it.
This period gave birth to a number of men of the most respectable talents; at the head of these we must rank Roger Bacon, who flourished in the thirteenth century, and whose mind was deeply tinged with alchemical notions.
In the course of some chemical experiments, Bacon having mixed nitre, sulphur and charcoal together, in a mortar, they by accident took fire and produced a loud explosion; this first suggested to him the idea of making gunpowder, which, from a false idea he entertained of the
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